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Peter Bankson and Deborah Sokolove have been guiding people to connect with God in authentic, soul-
satisfying ways for many years in their roles at Seekers Church in Washington, DC.

Peter Bankson has been a popular preacher, regular presider at worship and spiritual guide for Seekers
Church since the mid-1980s. Formerly a colonel in the U.S. Army, he is now a member of the Servant
Leadership Team and the mission groups that support worship and the ministry of place. He also experi-
ments as a fiber sculptor, combining mathematical equations and sculptural crochet.

Deborah Sokolove writes and teaches on the relationship between the arts, culture and religious tradi-
tions. She is director of the Henry Luce III Center for the Arts and Religion at Wesley Theological Seminary;,
where she also serves as professor of art and worship. She is the author of Sanctifying Art: Inviting Conversation
between Artists, Theologians, and the Church and has contributed articles to Image, Call to Worship and The Arts
in Religious and Theological Studies. Her paintings have been shown around the country, appearing in many
collections. Within Seekers Church, she serves on the worship planning group, frequently preaching and
leading worship.

“A rich treasury.... All will find an invitation to con- “These prayers give us the right words to remem-
gregational intercession that is at once comprehen- ber who we are, who God is, and the nature of
sive and concretely real.” the journey we are on together.... They help us

—Rev. Taylor W. Burton-Edwards, reconnect with what matters most.”
director of worship resources, —Kayla McClurg,
the General Board of Discipleship of author, Passage by Passage:
the United Methodist Church A Gospel Journey; facilitator, inward/outward
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Insights and Ideas for Planning Worship
Using Calling on God

A guide to using Calling on God in worship communities, with:

* A sample order of service

e Suggestions for enhancing the visual environment for worship

* Guidelines for creating liturgies collaboratively in your
own worship community

About Calling on God: Inclusive Christian Prayers
for Three Years of Sundays

This special prayerbook is for today’s Christians who find comfort in the rhythm of the traditional lec-
tionary but long to connect with God in ways that are satisfying to the modern heart and mind. Founded
on creativity, inclusivity and sharing, it encourages us to remember the divine elements of the natural
world around us as we express our hopes and fears for others and ourselves. Inspiring words help us give
thanks for human inventions and lament the evils of poverty, violence and oppression of all kinds while
remaining mindful of God’s promises of healing for a broken world.

Following the annual procession of the seasons with prayers that are appropriate for personal devo-
tion as well as for use in leading worship, these new ways to call on God will feed your soul and inspire
you to find your own fresh language for thanksgiving, praise, intercession and petition, whether in your
community or personal spiritual life.

Praise for Calling on God: Inclusive Christian Prayers for Three Years of Sundays

“Beautiful, fresh language for Christians of all denom- “[A] rich collection.... Bring[s] human need before God
inations.... These prayers can enrich our worship, in a poignant and compassionate way. Growing out
transforming our hearts and—ultimately—strength- of the life of one church, this book will bless many.”
ening our world.” —Ruth Duck, ThD, professor of worship,

—Rev. Canon Jan Naylor Cope, vicar, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

Washington National Cathedral
“A powerful, prayerful, extremely useful worship aid

“Beautifully written.... An inspiring gift to all those [for] progressive congregations of many denomina-
who gather weekly to shape and sustain themselves tions and small-base communities alike.... Browse
as God’s faithful people.” the table of contents when you need just the right

—Rev. Wesley Granberg-Michaelson, prayer for many occasions.”
general secretary emeritus, —Diann L. Neu, cofounder and
Reformed Church in America codirector of the Women’s Alliance for

Theology, Ethics and Ritual (WATER);

“In plain but powerful words, [this book] says exactly xR, [Ny Rt iy

just what we all would want to say to God.”
—Bishop Eugene Taylor Sutton,
Episcopal Diocese of Maryland
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